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", These pebblés are borhe ashotre

RANDOM NOTFES |
By Fisher Ames

Such ~thin promontories of aand
and gravel as Duxbury's barrler heach
look to the casual obscrver like mere
dead bones of land without flegh,
sinsw or T ETEWET While . claan
by wind and sea. There Is plenty of |
life, bowever, on and under ita arid
surface; much change, growth and

At the rocky sectlons of our coast
where the watér fs not loo deep the
sea gains a little In fta battle with
the |land. Te beacher like ours, moul-
ded by tlme to the best paeslve rosls-
tance shape, the sea has had to grant
the right-to exiat. Here the procevases
of destruction mand conatruction tanke
place alternately, offselting ench
other. S8ometimes tho materln} drag-
ged away by the backwnsh of storm
surt is partlally replaced at once by
the ¢urrent of rand streaming down
from beaches and rock-mills to the
north- and by the glacial pebbles
hurled up by the waves.

buoyed up by rock-weed and lamip.
oria or devil's-apron whose suckaers
are anchored..to them. ‘They are
easlly distinguished fromi beach peb-
bles, even without the adhering|
seaweed, by thelr Irregular outline
and many sides. In time ax they grind.
together in the censeless awnsh they!
acquire the typieal ovoidal shape of
the beach bé% le. Thus many peb-
bles become pills aund the pllls even-
tually become powder and anothoer
quota of sand 1s added to the bench.
Some also remain to collect and hind
the fine material brought In by gentle
sumimer wanves until a new smooth
surface {s lald down over them. : !
Once {t whs & vory Important light.
The records are not complete but,
Duxbury buflt at lenst 263 vesscla be-
tween 1780 and- 1843, while Ply-

© moath buitt 216 over & slightly

longer period.. The Gurnet Light
mugt have figured largely in the com-
ings and golngs of that hoat of salls
not to mention the visitors from
other parts, New England ports, or

SHIPBUILDING
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ko aporting doga tralned in the pur-

cauft of one kind of game and one kind

okly, Our land had Attle to offer
tham benslthes freah water, n tow wild

“fruita In mhnson nnd masanfras, Thae

oll from the root of that lauractous

. tree, however, was much more valu-
_nble then, than I Ia now though it

more properly, places whore ship-
bullding was golng on, numberad R9
and of thean ManraRchusntta hnd 14,
whogre rocord of vesrsels hulll wna al-
mogt nine timea that of all other Now
Englund Staves put together. Duxbury
and IMymouth were firal to atart the;
Induatry In Massachusetta and they

d 16 nunhaer of vésmof~hullt until’

thelr shnllow waters could nbt cope,
with the growing demand for ghipa
ol A much larger tannage.

“From 1703 to 1835 were l)uxhury'nl
husriest years. Then the decline began
nnd after 1843 nhip Lullding practl-
cally dled out In the town, An ‘the!
white salls graw fewor on one alde of,
the barrler heach they thiekennd on'
the eastern alde. The tall aw!ft clip.
per ahips were moking thelr famous
rung between Doston nnd Salem and
other New England porte, and the far
Orient. Thesn were the laat grent

.deep-watler aalllug alips the bumch|

wan to ano, It had meen it Nrat soma
800 years hefore when the blonda
sen rover, lalf Erlcron, cama In hin
red clinker - bullt, dragon - prowed |
Bhip. Tts hrond eall hung low from'
the yardarm_on Its single maat and
when the wind falled two hanks of
atrong-armed oursmen drove the yvaes-
sol forward.

Other Noraemen probably saw our
bay but nothing cnmu of thelr visits.
They took no interest In new Innds,
that offored no opportunitien for ]nn{!
or such fighting forrys as thelr Skpun
celebratad.  Foltowing the Vikings |
after o long blank lntervnl cnte the
AEekorn for a strafght route te Ind'a:
and rabled Cathay; Gosnold, Murllni
Hobisher, Cabot, VYerrazno, Cnptulnl
John Bmlith; tha recorda of HmlrI
VOYRROm are not very accurate, Thoey,,
ke the Normeman, wera not Interen-,
tadd In the land that hecame Now
England. They looked upon It an an
obstruotion, a cruel barrier across’
their aeas gath to the richep In gold
and gllver, In apleen and precloun
Jowels of the Indles. It took 100,
yerrs for that sumptuons dream to.
dle out.

These wandering ovxplorers were

In atitl ~uand” medicinally and tor
favoring. It greaw In ona or two
shelterad apots on tho bar and'a few
specimens exist al High I’|nes_ todny.
Therw 18 murH 6f 10 6n (Ne malnland.

The vessels that Duxbury sent out
past the. Qurnet--schooners, brige
And ships - wero aturdy craft not
bullt for ocean racing llke the clip-

pera, of light tonnage moatl Of them
though Ezra Weaton's ship "“Hopa."

*R80 tons, launched In 1841, wan the

biggest American vossel of her day.
Mr. Weston could also number more
aRlin In hils cArgo-carrylng flent than
any other shlp bullder In tha country.

In 1724 the Engl'ah ghip bullders
on the Thames complalned that
their beat wérkmen were heing lured
to Puxhbury and othér Amerlcan
purta. The foreats of England had
nlready commenced to fall whon the
Amerlean colonles, still in thelr {n-
fancy, wern amply asupplled with the
finent kind of material for shipbuild-
Ing. Wa had apparently {nexhaust|-
ble muppllies of white ouk, tough,
olastic and durablo, and ImMmonse-
quantities of ynllow ploe and the
slralglit white pine that was rated no
valualile for shipbulldlng that the
King hud tho best of them marked
wnd set uslde for naval uwe In Eng-
Innd. Amerlea offerad more to the

Dritish carpenters than tha wood to

work with; they wera saxempt lrom
militnry duty and {avored in many
other ways. |

Amoerican  ablpping reached Its
maximum in 1816, In that year our
veaaaln carrled 95 per cent of our

“Imports and B0 6 per cantl of our ex-

ports, a peorcentago never oqualled
botore or since.

"“"Wn were great then,” one of the
Iast of Duxbury’'s old salts rald to me
many years ago. "\Wo dld things.”
was hin somewhat vague conclusion.
He had Just commeoented on a pleture
hanging on my study wall: “The last
time I maw that fountaln 1t wasn't
wuter she wner spouting, it wnas good
red wine. Bpnln wna celebrating the
birth of tha Kilsg's son. The feller
with the long Ilp and blg noss, Al-
phonsa, 1 hung round that fountain
‘conslderabdls that dmy." 80 I tesrmag
that “Tubby” had bean one, though a
late member, of Duxbury's long lina
of seafar{ng maen.

Tubby called _himselt a *bitter
Demoorat,”_but a ktmnlar-mu_u_
waulfl haye been hard ta find. Short
and thickest he stopd sturdily on
legs that wero bowed, he explalned,
from trylng to keep hin equilihrium|
‘on rolling derks. o had beon around.
the world several times but had geen
very little of his native land. In that
he ‘was like the old Wellfleat seaman
-who had visited many forsign.coun-
‘irisa, bnt_had ‘‘never had- occaelon:
to go as far as Chatham''—about 20

miles WKy, '



